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THE DESCENDANTS OF JORAN KYN, THE FOUNDER 
OF UPLAND. 

BY GREGORY B. KEEN. 
(Continued from page 342.) 

McCall — Willing — Coxe — Batt — Cattell — Gist. 

130. Samuel McCall, 6 son of George and Anne (Ycates) 
McOall, was born in Philadelphia, Pa., October 5, 1721. He 
was distinguished from his brother-in-law, of the same name, 
just mentioned, as Samuel McCall, Junior. He inherited his 
father's store, wharf, and lot of ground on the east side of 
Plum Street, in our city, purchased by Mr. McCall from 
"William Perm's cousin Ralph Assheton and Clement Plum- 
sted, and, taking his younger brother Archibald into partner- 
ship with himself, engaged in the same mercantile pursuits, 
besides carrying on the business of the old forge, grist-mill, 
and saw-mill on McCall's Manor, formerly spoken of. Like 
his father, he was a Common-Councilman of this city, being 
chosen to that office October 6, 1747. He was one of the 
Commissioners appointed by Governor Morris, January 31, 
1756, to settle the accounts of General Braddock— a duty so 
well performed, says the Royal Commissary of Provisions, 
that the Crown was saved " several thousand pounds." He 
also joined an Independent Company of Foot, organized in 
Philadelphia the same year. His name appears in the list 
of subscribers to the First Dancing Assembly of our city in 
1748, in which so many of the family participated. He 
became a Member of the St. Andrew's Society of Philadel- 
phia in 1751. With his brothers George and Archibald 
McCall, aud brothers-in-law John Inglis and "William Plum- 
sted, and other persons mentioned in this genealogy, with 
many respectable members of Christ Church, he presented a 
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petition* to the Proprietaries, August 1, 1754, praying them 
to grant the lot on the southwest corner of Third and Pine 
Streets for a church and yard for the use of members of the 
Church of England, and acted, with Mr. Plumsted and 
others, on the Committee appointed to receive subscriptions 
for and direct the building of St. Peter's Church erected on 
that site. He married, in Philadelphia, January 29, 1742-3, 
Anne, daughter of John Searle, a captain in the merchant 
service, by his first wife Anne, born October 22, 1724. Mrs. 
McCall died in our city, September 7, 1757, and was buried 
in Christ Church Ground. Mr. McCall afterwards married 
in Philadelphia, January 31, 1759, Mary Cox, who survived 
him, without issue.f He died in Philadelphia in September, 
1762, and was buried the 30th in Christ Church Ground. 
He had eight children by his first wife, who were born in 
Philadelphia: 

316. John Searle, b. November 9, 1743. He removed from Philadelphia 

to the Island of St. Christopher, where he engaged in mercantile 
pursuits. He was a correspondent of La Fayette, Edmund Jen- 
nings, and other noted men of the period. He d. unm. in Philadel- 
phia, November 16, 1786, and was bur. in Christ Church Ground. 

317. Anne, b. March 30, 1745. She was m. by the Eev. Richard Peters, 

in Philadelphia, June 9, 1763, to Thomas Willing, eldest son of 
Charles Willing,! of Philadelphia, by his wife Anne, daughter of 

* The original of which is preserved among the Penn Papers in the 
library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

t Mrs. McCall subsequently married Isaac Snowden, of Philadelphia, a 
Trustee of the General Loan Office of Pennsylvania in 1780, whose sister 
Mary married a Mr. Keen who is not identified. 

% Son of Thomas Willing, of Bristol, England (son of Joseph Willing, of 
Gloucestershire, by his second wife, Ava Lowle, of an ancient family of that 
region, whose arms he assumed), by his wife Anne Harrison, granddaughter 
of Major-General Thomas Harrison and (it is said) of Simon Mayne, the 
regicides. Mr. Willing was b. May 18, 1710, and at eighteen years of age 
was brought by his father to Philadelphia, where he became a prominent 
merchant. He was Captain of one of the Companies of the Associated 
Regiment of Foot of Philadelphia, of which Samuel McCall, Senior, was 
Major. He was elected a Common-Council-man of our city October 4, 1743, 
and Alderman October 6, 1747, and held the office of Mayor from 1748 to 
1749, and from April 25, 1754, until his death, November 30, of that year. 
He was a Vestryman of Christ Church, and one of the original Trustees of 
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Joseph Shipper),* by his wife Abigail, daughter of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Gross, of Boston, Mass. Mr. Willing was b. in Phila- 
delphia, December 19, 1731, and educated at Bath, England, study- 
ing law also in the Temple. He succeeded his father as head of 
the first mercantile house in our city of that day, and acquired the 
highest reputation for integrity of character, and ability in the 
affairs of commerce and finance. He was elected a Common- 
Oouncil-man of Philadelphia October 7, 1755, and Alderman Octo- 
ber 2, 1759, and held the office of Mayor from October, 1763, to 
October, 1764. He was appointed a Commissioner under an Act 
of Assembly of Pennsylvania for preventing abuses in the Indian 
trade in 1758. He represented our city in the Assembly from 1764 
to 1766. He was commissioned, February 28, 1761, a Justice of 
the Peace for Philadelphia County, and September 14, 1767, an 
Associate-Judge of the Supreme Court of our Province, which office 
he continued to hold till 1 776. His name is at the head of the 
signatures of the merchants and other citizens of Philadelphia who 
subscribed the Non-Importation Resolutions of 1765. He was joint- 
chairman with the great American statesman, John Dickinson, of 
a general meeting of citizens of Philadelphia, held in the State 
House Yard, June 18, 1774, at which resolutions were passed de- 
nouncing the closing of the port of Boston by the British Govern- 
ment as unconstitutional and oppressive, and dangerous to the.liber- 

the Academy, and an original Member of the Library Company, of Philadel- 
phia. His name appears in the list of subscribers to the First Dancing 
Assembly given in our city. The Pennsylvania Gazette of December 5, 
1754, contains a tribute to his memory, with some elegiac stanzas, by the 
Rev. Dr. William Smith. The city of Wilmington (formerly Willingtown), 
Delaware, derives its name from Mr. Charle3 Willing's brother Thomas, who 
married a daughter of one of the Swedish colonists of that place. 

* Son of Edward Shippen (son of William Shippen, of Hilham, Yorkshire, 
England), who emigrated in 1668 to Boston, Mass., from whence he re- 
moved in 1693 to Philadelphia, where he attained very eminent distinction, 
being appointed by the Proprietor first Mayor of the City, and occupying 
for some time the positions of Speaker of the General Assembly, and 
President of the Provincial Council, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Joseph Shippen 
was b. in Boston, February 28, 1678-9, and came to Philadelphia in 1704, 
residing for many years before his death (which occurred in Jane, 1741) in 
the house afterwards known as the Buttonwood Tavern, in Germantown. 
His older brother, Edward Shippen, m. Anna Francina Vanderheyden, 
cousin-german to Ephraim Augustine Herman, Fourth Lord of Bohemia 
Manor, who m. Isabella Trent, a descendant of Joran Kyn already spoken 
of (47). For further information about Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Shippen, see 
Mr. Balch's Letters and Papers, etc., pp. xxiv. et seq. 
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ties of the Colonies, and recommending the assembling of a Congress 
of Deputies to deliberate upon the proper mode of procuring relief. 
He was a Deputy from our city to the Provincial Convention of the 
following July, and presided at the sessions of that body, and was a 
Member of the Committee of Safety of the Province from June 30 
to October 19, 1775. He was a Delegate to the Continental Con- 
gress of 1775 and that of 1776, when he voted steadily against the 
adoption of the Declaration of Independence, not from lack of 
patriotism, but, like the illustrious Dickinson, deeming the action 
inexpedient, or at least inopportune. He contributed £5000 to the 
national bank established in Philadelphia in June, 1780, to supply 
the Continental Army with provisions, and was appointed President 
of the Bank of North America, chartered by Congress December 
31, 1781, in which capacity he ably supported the financial measures 
of his distinguished partner in business, Robert Morris, which so 
materially promoted the success of the Revolution* He remained 
in the latter office until his election in 1791 to the Presidency of 
the first Bank of the United States, which he resigned in 1807. He 
was a Trustee of the College of Philadelphia from 1760 till its incor- 
poration in the University of Pennsylvania in 1791, and was elected 
a Member of the American Philosophical Society in 1768. He was 
a Vestryman of Christ Church. He was a subscriber to the Mount 
Begale Fishing Company in 1763, and an original Member of the 
Gloucester Fox Hunting Club. He was one of the founders of the 
Society of the Sons of St. George, instituted in 1772, of which his 
partner Mr. Morris was the first Tice-President, and for many years 
President.! Mr. and Mrs. Willing resided in the mansion erected 
by Mr. Willing's father on the southwest corner of Third Street 
and Willing's Alley, in Philadelphia,^ their daughter, Mrs. Bing- 

* For some account of him in this connection see A History of the Bank 
of North America, by Lawrence Lewis, Jr., just published. Mr. Willing's 
brother-in-law, Tench Francis, was the first Cashier of the corporation, and 
his son-in-law, William Bingham, and his wife's cousin, Samuel Inglis, were 
among the original Directors. The present senior Director of this most 
venerable of American banks is a descendant of Joran Kyn. 

t The first President of the Society being the Eev. Richard Peters, D.D., 
Rector of Christ Church, and the first Secretary, his nephew Richard Peters, 
Jr., the well-known Judge of the United States District Court of Pennsyl- 
vania. Judge Peters's son Richard Peters m. Mr. Willing's daughter Abigail 
Willing, and his daughter Maria Williamina Peters m. Mr. Willing's son 
William Shippen Willing. 

% For an engraving of this house see Watson's Annals, vol. ii. p. 619. 
The west end of the lot on which it stood Mr. Thomas Willing surrendered 
to his son-in-law and nephew, Mr. Thomas Willing Francis, who built upon 
it the mansion lately occupied by Mr. Joseph R. Ingersoll. 
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ham, and Mr. Willing's sisters, Mrs. Byrd* and Mrs. Powel,t at one 
time occupying the rest of the square (as far west as Fourth) to 
Spruce Street. Their country-seat, known as " "Wellington," was 
situated on the present North Broad Street. They were among 
the eight or ten Philadelphians who kept large family coaches as 
early as 1772. Mrs. Willing d. in Philadelphia, February 5, 1781, 
"greatly and deservedly regretted." In an obituary notice of her 
in The Pennsylvania Packet and The Pennsylvania Gazette (in 
which this phrase occurs) she is described as possessing " the most 
amiable and endearing manners, with every virtue that can adorn 
the female character." She "was hardly less remarkable for 
beauty," says Mr. Griswold, in The Republican Court, than her 
famed daughter Mrs. Bingham, " and indeed so much resem- 
bled her as to make it a question and almost a dispute among 
their friends whether the mother or the daughter was the most 
beautiful. A fine picture by Peale, yet in the possession of one 
of her descendants,}; renders this very easy to believe." Mr. Will- 
ing d. in Philadelphia, January 19, 1821, and was bur. with his 
wife in Christ Church Ground.? They left issue.|| 

* Wife of the third Colonel William Byrd, of Westover, in Virginia. 
General Washington made his home at Philadelphia for some time in their 
house. It was afterwards the residence of Chief-Justice Benjamin Chew. 

t Wife of Samuel Powel, the last Mayor of Philadelphia under the Pro- 
vincial regime, who was continued in that office when the city was incorpo- 
rated by our Commonwealth in 1789, also Speaker of the Senate of Penn- 
sylvania. Their house was afterwards occupied by Mr. William Rawle. 

t Now the property of Mrs. Willing's granddaughter, Mrs. John B. Spots- 
wood, of New Castle, Del., whose father, William Shippen Willing (then 
a child), appears in the picture. 

2 Clark gives the inscription on his tombstone, which was composed by the 
late Hon. Horace Binney. The statement that he was " Secretary to the 
Congress of Delegates at Albany," based, it is believed, on family tradition, 
is not supported by documentary evidence. A portrait of Mr. Willing, 
painted by Gilbert Stuart, is in the possession of his great-grandson, George 
Willing, Esq., of Philadelphia. An engraving of it appears in Mr. Lewis's 
History of the Bank of North America, before referred to. 

|| For some of whom see Letters and Papers just cited, pp. cv. et seq. 
Notices and portraits of their daughters, Mrs. Bingham and Mrs. Jackson 
(above referred to), are contained in Griswold's Republican Court. Mrs. 
Bingham's son William Bingham m. Marie Charlotte Louise, daughter of 
the Hon. M. G. A. C. de Lotbeniere, afterwards Baroness de Vaudreuil, in 
her own right ; her daughter Anne Louisa (Mrs. Thomas Carlyle's " heathen 
goddess") m. Alexander Baring, First Baron Ashburton (best known in 
America as the negotiator of the " Webster- Ashburton Treaty") ; and her 
daughter Maria Matilda m., 1st, Alexandre, Comte de Tilly, 2dly, Henry 
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318. Mart, b. March 13, 1746-7. She d. tram, in Philadelphia, May 11, 

1773, and was bur. in Christ Church Ground. The following 
obituary notice of her appeared in The Pennsylvania Gazette : 
" Philadelphia, May 19. On Tuesday, the 11th inst., departed this 
Life, in the 24th [sic] Year of her Age, universally beloved and 
lamented, Miss Polly McCall ; and on Wednesday Afternoon her 
Remains were interred in Christ Church Burying-ground. This 
amiable young Lady received from Nature an elegant Person 
joined with an excellent Understanding : These were improved by 
a polite Education and a proper Intercourse with Company. Her 
uncommon Share of good Sense early procured her the Attention 
of the Grave and the Wise, and her lively and delicate Sallies of 
Imagination, her Propriety of Expression, and peculiar Graceful- 
ness of Behaviour rendered her agreeable and captivating to the 
Young and Gay of both Sexes. To the Circle of her Relations and 
Friends she was endeared by many still more engaging Qualities. 
Her Heart was formed in a peculiar Manner for Friendship. Steady, 
warm, and sincere in all her Attachments, she seemed to rise above 
those common Obstacles, which sometimes separate Minds of a less 
noble Nature. These singular Accomplishments received new 
Lustre from her Behaviour during a painful and tedious Illness. 
Chearful while all were sad around her, unmoved at the Prospect 
of her approaching Dissolution, and perfectly resigned to the divine 
Will, she met the King of Terrors with a Christian Fortitude, and 
expired with that Hope of a blessed Immortality, which effectually 
disarmed Death of its Sting, and robbed the Grave of its Victory." 

319. George, b. September 21, 1749. He m. Elizabeth , and d. in 

Paris, France, in 1780, having issue a son who d. the same year. 



Baring (brother of Lord Ashburton), and, 3dly, the Marquis du Blaisel : for 
all of whom consult the usual European authorities. Mr. and Mrs. Willing's 
daughter Mary m. Henry Clymer, and their granddaughter Anne Francis 
(daughter of Thomas Willing and Dorothy (Willing) Francis) m. the late 
Hon. James Ashton Bayard, both elsewhere mentioned in this genealogy. 
Their grandson George Clymer, M.D., U. S. N., m. Mary, daughter of Rear- 
Admiral William Branford Shubrick, U. S. N., by his wife Harriet, daughter 
of John and Mary (Sykes) Wethered ; their granddaughter Eliza Moore 
Willing (daughter of George and Rebecca Harrison (Blackwell) Willing) 
m. Joseph Swift, son of Samuel and Mary (Shippen) Swift ; and their grand- 
daughter Mary Willing (daughter of Richard and Eliza (Moore) Willing) 
m. Commander John Montgomery Dale, U. S. N., son of Commodore Richard 
and Dorothy (Crathorne) Dale — all three likewise lineally descended from 
Joran Kyn. A more complete account of the posterity of Mr. and Mrs. 
Willing will be given in the forthcoming Provincial Councillors of Penn- 
sylvania and their Descendants, before alluded to. 
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320. Eleanor, b. November 16, 1751. She d. unm. in Philadelphia, Feb- 

ruary 5, 1769, and was bur. in Christ Church Ground. 

321. Margaret, b. September 3, 1753. She d. unm. in Philadelphia, 

March 22, 1824, and was bur. ibid. 

322. Catharine. She m. Tench Coxe, son of William Coxe,* of Phila- 

delphia, by his wife Mary, daughter of Teuoh and Elizabeth (Tur- 
butt) Francis.f Mr. Coxe was b. in our city, May 22, 1755, and, 
after pursuing studies at the College of Philadelphia, entered the 
mercantile house of his father, and, on attaining his majority, 
became a partner in the business. Early in the Revolution he 
was attainted of treason to our Commonwealth, but very soon 
surrendered himself and was discharged. He was elected by the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania a Commissioner to the Federal Con- 
vention which met at Annapolis, September 14, 1786, and in 1788 
was chosen to represent the State in the Continental Congress 
until the operation of the Constitution ef the United States. In 
May, 17S9, he was appointed Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States, and in May, 1792, Commissioner of the 
Revenue, a position he occupied until the close of the administra- 
tion of President Washington. He was a Democrat in politics, 

* Son of Colonel Daniel Coxe, of Burlington, and afterwards of Trenton, 
New Jersey, Member of the Provincial Council, and Associate-Justice of 
the Supreme Court, of New Jersey, and grandson of Doctor Daniel Coxe, of 
London, England, Proprietor of West New Jersey, and of the Province 
of Carolana, comprising the territory between the 31st and 36th parallels 
of latitude in North America. He was a Common-Council-man and Alder- 
man of our city, and a Justice of the Peace for Philadelphia County, and 
was twice elected Mayor of Philadelphia, but both times declined to serve. 
He was appointed by the British Government Stamp Master for New Jersey. 
He was a Contributor to the Pennsylvania Hospital, and a Trustee of the 
College of Philadelphia from 1759 to 1771. He was a Vestryman of Christ 
Church. Both he and his brother-in-law Tench Francis were subscribers 
to the Mount Regale Fishing Company for 1763. A great-granddaughter 
of Mr. Coxe m. Major-General George Archibald McCall, son of Archibald 
and Elizabeth (Cadwalader) McCall, elsewhere spoken of. 

t Mr. Francis was the son of the Very Rev. John Francis, Dean of 
Leighlin, Dean of Lismore, and Rector of St. Mary's Church, Dublin. He 
was uncle to the celebrated Sir Philip Francis, supposed to have written the 
letters of " Junius." He emigrated to Maryland, and m. Elizabeth Turbutt, 
of Kent County, but afterwards removed to our city, and held the offices of 
Attorney-General of Pennsylvania, and Recorder of Philadelphia. His son 
Tench Francis m. Anne, daughter of Charles and Anne (Shippen) Willing, 
sister of Thomas Willing, who m. Mrs. Tench Coxe's sister, Anne McCall ; 
whose son Thomas Willing Francis and grandson Joshua Francis Fisher 
both married descendants of Jtiran Kyu. 
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and in 1803 was appointed by President Jefferson Purveyor of the 
Public Supplies of the United States, which office he continued to 
hold when it was abolished in 1812. At twenty years of age Mr. 
Coxe became a Member of the United Company of Philadelphia 
for Promoting American Manufactures. He was also one of the 
founders of the Pennsylvania Society for the Encouragement of 
Arts and Domestic Manufactures, instituted in 1787., delivering 
the inaugural address, and subsequently becoming President of the 
Society. He wrote much on the subject of political economy, and 
was one of the first persons who advocated paying attention to the 
growth of cotton in the Southern States of our Union. At the 
request of the Secretary of the Treasury, he prepared A Statement 
of the Arts and Manufactures of the United States for the Year 
1810 (Philadelphia, 1814). Others of his works are : .A Brief 
Examination of Lord Sheffield's Observations on the Commerce 
of the United States, with Two Supplementary Notes upon Ameri- 
can Manufactures (Philadelphia and London, 1792) ; and A View 
of the United States of America (Philadelphia, 1794, and London, 
1795). Mr. Coxe was a Contributor to, and Manager of, the Penn- 
sylvania Hospital in 1780-1. He was a Warden of Christ Church 
in 1786 and 1787, and a Delegate to the General Conventions of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, held in the 
summer and autumn of 1789. Mrs. Coxe d. s. p. in Philadelphia, 
and was bur. in Christ Church Ground, July 22, 1778. Mr. Coxe 
afterwards married a second wife, two of his grandsons by whom 
are married to descendants of JSran Kyn. He d. in Philadelphia, 
July 17, 1824, and was bur. in Christ Church Ground.* 
323. Archibald, b. September 5, 1757. He d. the 7th, and was bur. ibid. 

132. George McCall, 5 son of George and Anne (Yeates) 
McCall, was born in Philadelphia, Pa., April 16, 1724. He 
engaged in mercantile pursuits, and, on a voyage to Cape 
Breton in 1747, was the bearer of a letter from the Hon. 
Anthony Palmer, President of the Provincial Council, to the 
Commander-in-Chief at that place, applying for a loan of 
cannon to be employed against French and Spanish priva- 
teers, who, it was feared, might make an attack upon the 
Province during the summer.f He was a Member of the 
Independent Company of Foot of Philadelphia in 1756, to 

* A biographical notice of Mr. Coxe, with an engraving from a portrait 
of him in the possession of the family, is contained in Simpson's Lives of 
Eminent Philadelphians. See also Sabine's Loyalists. 

t See Minutes of the Provincial Council, March 5, 1747-8. 
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which also belonged his brother-in-law Andrew Elliot, and 
Gilbert Barkly, who afterwards married his niece Annj 
Inglis. He was a subscriber to the First Daucing Assembly 
of our city held in 1748, and a Member of the St. Andrew's 
Society, being elected in 1751. He married, in Philadelphia, 
January 2, 1744-5, Lydia Abbott. Mrs. McCall's name ap- 
pears in a list of ladies invited to a ball of the City Assembly 
about 1750, including Mrs. Inglis, Mrs. Swift, Mrs. Samuel 
McCall, Senior, and Mrs. Samuel McCall, Junior, and Misses 
Molly, Peggy, and Nelly McCall, with several relatives more 
remote.* Mr. McCall died in Philadelphia, and was buried 
in Christ Church Ground, July 3, 1756. Mrs. McCall sur- 
vived her husband, and was buried in the same cemetery July 
7, 1795. They had five children, born in Philadelphia: 

324. Jasper, bapt. July 20, 1745 ; bur. in Christ Church Ground, the 27th. 

325.. Catharine, b. November 20, 1747. She m. in Philadelphia, January 
10, 1771, Lieutenant Thomas Batt, of the 18th or Eoyal Irish 
Regiment of Foot,t who resigned his commission soon afterwards, 
but re-entered the service of his sovereign at the beginning of the 
Revolution, and became Major of the Royal Feneible Americans. 
Lieutenant Batt was elected a Member of the Society of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, September 17, 1773, and was for a 
short time its Vice-President, but was expelled from the associa- 
tion, March 18, 1776, " for taking an active part against the liber- 
ties of America." Mrs. Batt d. in Philadelphia, and was bur. in 
Christ Church Ground, October 10, 1793. She left issue. 

326. Mary, b. June 2, 1749. She m. in Philadelphia, July 21, 1772, 
Benjamin Cattell, of South Carolina, who d., it is believed, s. p., 
and afterwards became the third wifej of General Mordecai Gist, 



* The list is given in Watson's Annals, vol. ii. pp. 284-5, with an error 
as to the year. 

f Miss McCall numbered among her acquaintances in the same regiment 
Ensign John Willcocks, a " most intimate friend" of John Parke, who 
includes a pastoral elegy of his " on the death of Miss Nelly Montgomery, 
addressed to Miss Kitty McCall," among his own translations from Horace 
and other poems, on pages 211 and 212 of the book referred to in the account 
of David French (49). The death of Ensign Willcocks is commemorated in 
an elegy by Mr. Parke on pages 220 et seq. of the same work, with regard 
to whom see also Inscriptions in St. Peter's Church Yard, p. 89. 

% His first wife was Miss Carnan, of Baltimore County, and his second, 
Miss Sterrett, of Baltimore, Md., both of whom d. soon after marriage, the 
latter, only, leaving issue. 
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son of Captain Thomas Gist* and his wife Susan daughter of John 
Cockey, of Maryland. General Gist was b. in Baltimore County, 
Md., in 1743, and engaged in commercial pursuits in Baltimore 
until the period of the Revolution. On the 12th of November, 
1774, he was elected a Member of the Committee of Observation 
for Baltimore Town, and early in the following month formed a 
company of militia, " composed," as he expresses it,f " of gentle- 
men, men of honour, family, and fortune" (the first Revolutionary 
corps organized in Maryland), of which he was twice chosen Cap- 
tain. In January, 1776, he was appointed Major of a battalion of 
regular troops raised in Maryland, whom he commanded at the 
battle of Long Island, his superior officers, Colonel Smallwood and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ware, being necessarily absent in New York. 
In 1777 he was promoted to the rank of Colonel, and organized the 
State Militia on the eastern shore of Maryland, afterwards joining 
Washington's main army near the Brandywine, narrowly escaping 
capture on the way. He took part in the battle of Germantown, 
and the various operations that followed, as well as in the two 
succeeding campaigns, and January 9, 1779, was commissioned by 
Congress, Brigadier-General in the Continental Army, with the 
command of the second brigade of the Maryland Line. In 1780 
he was transferred to the south, and behaved with distinguished 
gallantry in the disastrous battle of Camden, fighting on the right, 
under the heroic Baron de Kalb, who bore affectionate testimony 
to the exemplary conduct of the division he commanded. Gist's 
resistance to Lord Rawdon, says Colonel Lee,t was " firm as a 
rock." " Except one hundred Continental soldiers," says Ban- 
croft,? " whom Gist conducted across the swamps, through which 
the [British] cavalry could not follow, every corps was dispersed." 
His bravery on this occasion was rewarded by Congress with a 
special vote of thanks. For a long time afterwards Gist was ardu- 

* Son of Richard Gist, a Justice of the Peace of Baltimore County, and 
Deputy Surveyor of the Western Shore of Maryland, one of the Commis- 
sioners who laid out the town of Baltimore, son of Christopher Gist, or 
Guest, who settled on the south side of the Patapsco as early as 1682. His 
brother Christopher Gist acted as Washington's guide to Fort Duquesne, 
and was present at the defeat of Braddock : he rescued Washington from 
drowning in the Monongahela River. 

t In a letter to the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, printed in Scharf's Chroni- 
cles of Baltimore, p. 139. 

t Memoirs of the War in the Southern Department of the United States, 
vol. i. p. 181 (Philadelphia, 1812). 

2 History of the United States, vol. vi. pp. 280-1 (Boston, 1876). 
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ously occupied in raising now levies of troops in Maryland.* He 
shared in the campaign of General Greene in 1782, commanding 
the Light Corps of the Southern Army. In August, of that year, 
he engaged in a successful skirmish with a body of British infantry 
on the Combahee, and entered Charleston with the American forces, 
on the evacuation of that place by General Leslie, the following 
December. He arrived in Baltimore with the remnant of the 
Maryland Line that had survived the "War, July 27, 1783. On 
the organization of the State Society of the Cincinnati of Maryland, 
on the 21st of November, the same year, General Gist was chosen 
its first Vice-President. He purchased some confiscated land in 
Baltimore in 1781, and subscribed to the "underpinning and arch- 
ing" of the old court-house in 1784.f He passed the close of his 
life on a plantation in the vicinity of Charleston, South Carolina, 
where he d. September 2, 1792. He is described as " six feet in 
height, and finely proportioned, with a muscular development in- 
dicative of strength and activity. His features and countenance 
were, at the same time, eminently handsome, with eyes, especially, 
of singular brilliancy and expression." His " manners and deport- 
ment" were "frank, graceful, and polished."J Mrs. Gist survived 
her husband, by whom she had issue. 

326. Anne, who d. in infancy, and was bur. in Christ Church Ground, 

July 29, 1752. 

327. Ltdia, b. September 29, 1753 ; bur. ibid. November 21, 1756. 

* A letter addressed by La Fayette to General Gist, and one from General 
Gist to Colonel James Wood, written at this period, are printed on pages 
266-7 of this volume of the Magazine. 

t Scharf 's Chronicles, pp. 64 and 188, a work which contains several 
laudatory references to General Gist. 

% See the account of Mordecai Gist in The National Portrait Gallery, 
vol. iv., accompanied by a fine engraving of the general. He is also the 
subject of one of Boyle's Biographical Sketches of Distinguished Mary- 
landers, and is honorably mentioned in McSherry's History of Maryland. 

(To be continued.) 
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